Buccal delivery systems.
The oral cavity is an attractive site for drug delivery due to ease of administration and avoidance of possible drug degradation in gastrointestinal tract and first-pass metabolism. Buccal drug delivery specifically refers to the delivery of drugs within/ through buccal mucosa to affect local/systemic pharmacological actions. This review briefly describes advantages and limitations of buccal drug delivery, anatomical structure of oral mucosa, and methodology in evaluating buccal drug delivery system, focusing on physiology, pharmacology, pathology, and formulation design in line with recent developments in buccal delivery systems.